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on, those of Richard, and we are forced to conclude that
the Bishop of Salisbury, and not the Archbishop of Canter-
bury, was the great influence behind the movement towards
the issuing of episcopal codes of statutes in the reign of
Henry III.
The constkutions of M. Richard le Poore are by far the
most efficient and exhaustive of the collections published
during this period and were worthy to be a model to those
who followed after. They quote seventeen decrees of the
Lateran Council by name, and at least twenty-two other
clauses reflect decrees of the General Council apart from
those on the Sacraments, themselves a commentary on the
first and twenty-third decrees of the Council. Actually
there has been much discussion concerning the authorship
of these decrees, but it has now, I think, been conclusively
proved that M. Richard le Poore was their author. Modern
opinion leans towards a date prior to the Council of Oxford,
for the earliest manuscripts omit any mention of the Council
of Oxford or its excommunications.
The fame of Richard's constitutions appears to have
spread rapidly. In 1225 their influence can clearly be
traced in the decrees of the Provincial Council of Scotland,
particularly in the clauses concerning the Sacraments. It
appears even more emphatically soon after this in consti-
tutions issued in the diocese of London. Here again there
have been certain misunderstandings which might lead to
confusion. These constitutions apparently remained un-
known until R. M. Woolley discovered them in a manu-
script in Lincoln Chapter Library * and published them in
the English Historical Review in April 1915.* The consti-
tutions were not dated and no information was given as to
the author. The manuscript belongs to the early fourteenth
century, and Mr. Woolley conjectured that the date of the
constitutions was between 1215 and 1222 since they con-
tain many decrees of the Lateran Council but do not mention
the Council of Oxford. He alluded to the very strong resem-
blance between the London and Salisbury constitutions
and believed that they must have used a common source,
1  MS. B6. ya, Lincoln Chapter Library.
2  E.H.R. xxx (April 1915), pp. 285-302.